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Emir holds talks with Azerbaijan president

HH the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani yesterday held off icial talks at the Emiri Diwan with Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev. They reviewed bilateral relations 
and the means to enhance them in all fields. They also discussed a number of regional and international issues of joint interest, particularly the latest development in the 
region. The talks were attended by HH the Deputy Emir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani and HE the Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser 
bin Khalifa al-Thani. Page 2

Qatar praised for fi ght
against terror funding
By Santhosh V Perumal
Business Reporter

Qatar’s prominent role in 
strengthening the interna-
tional eff orts to combat money 

laundering and terrorism fi nancing 
has come in for praise from a united 
global body of some 152 Financial In-
telligence Units (FIUs).

The Egmont Group of FIUs placed on 
record its acknowledgement to the sup-
port of HE Ali Sherif al-Emadi, Qatar’s 
Minister of Finance, and Sheikh Fahad 
Faisal al-Thani, deputy governor of Qa-
tar Central Bank and chairman of the 
National Anti-Money Laundering and 
Terrorism Financing Committee.

The counterpart FIUs also praised 
the valuable contributions that the 
Qatar FIU has provided to the Egmont 
Group since its admission as a member 
in 2005.

The Egmont Group said the work-
ing groups meetings and the plenary 

held recently in Doha discussed the 
challenges faced by FlUs in combating 
money laundering, associated predi-
cate off ences and terrorist fi nancing; 
especially in the areas of international 
co-operation, information sharing 
and the improved development of fi -
nancial intelligence.

In his opening address, al-Emadi 
had highlighted Qatar’ unwavering 
commitment to the Egmont Group in 
combating money laundering, associ-
ated predicate off ences and terrorist 
fi nancing.

Methods and techniques used in 
money laundering and terrorism fi -
nancing crimes are constantly chang-
ing, especially with the increasing ca-
pacity to utilise the rapid technological 
developments in carrying out these 
crimes, he said.

Despite the application of inter-
national standards to combat money 
laundering and terrorism fi nancing, 
“perpetrators” are familiar with the 
systems through which they can pass 

the “illicit” funds, al-Emadi said, 
highlighting the need for enhancing 
the fi nancial institutions’ capacity to 
strengthen co-operation and co-ordi-
nation among them to monitor, track 
and prevent these crimes.

“The success in the fi ght against 
these crimes is not easy but it is also 
not impossible if there is will, capac-
ity and international co-ordination to 
combat them,” he said, stressing that 
Qatar has supported all international 
eff orts to combat diff erent types of 
crimes.

At the Doha meeting, the FIUs ap-
proved a white paper on the utility of 
cross-border wire transfer reporting; 
fl exible, information exchange stand-
ards for FIUs; report on business e-
mail compromise and FIU Information 
System Maturity Model training mate-
rials, among others.

“Qatar has succeeded in strength-
ening its legislative, regulatory and 
technical framework to combat money 
laundering and terrorism funding,” ac-

cording to Sheikh Fahad.
The Egmont Group specially 

thanked Sheikh Ahmed al-Thani, head 
of the Qatar FIU (QFIU) and his team 
for the plenary meeting in Doha.

The Middle East and North Africa 
region currently comprises 11 FIUs 
representing besides Qatar, Algeria, 
Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Mo-
rocco, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia and 
the United Arab Emirates.

According to the QFIU website, the 
number of suspicious transaction re-
ports (STRs) increased by more than 
36% year-on-year to 702 in 2015, with 
exchange houses constituting 77% and 
banks 16%.

Regarding individuals identifi ed as 
being involved in suspicious fi nancial 
activities during 2015, QFIU found ex-
change houses have the highest rate of 
STRs (89%), followed by banks (10%), 
fi nance and investment companies 
(1%) and insurance companies (1%). 
The number of “suspects” grew more 
than 58% to 1,241 in 2015. Page 28

Petrol and
diesel
prices to
go up from
tomorrow

Prices of fuels including that of 
diesel will go up in Qatar from 
tomorrow, the Ministry of Ener-

gy and Industry announced yesterday.  
The 91-octane Premium gasoline 

will cost QR1.60 (QR1.55/litre now) 
and 95 Super QR1.70 (QR1.65 now) in 
March, the ministry said. 

Diesel will go up to QR1.55 a litre 
from QR1.50. 

Fuel prices in Qatar were allowed to 
fl uctuate in response to changes in the 
global market from May 1, 2016.

Every month, a special committee 
comprising representatives from vari-
ous government bodies, would review 
fuel prices (gasoline and diesel) and 
make recommendations on proposed 
prices for the local market accordingly.

The monthly revision in local fuel 
prices followed the government’s deci-
sion on fuel subsidy reforms in Qatar.

What impact the fuel price hike has 
on consumer items remains to be seen 
as most of the goods are transported to 
Qatar from abroad. 

According to BMI Research, a Fitch 
Group company, the fuel subsidy re-
form would help Qatar reduce its 
budget defi cit by allowing spending to 
decrease.

“The fuel subsidy reform in Qatar 
will not increase revenues for the Qa-
tari government, but allow spending to 
decrease and thus reducing the budget 
defi cit,” a BMI researcher told Gulf 
Times recently.

Meanwhile, Brent oil prices edged 
yesterday and were set to rise for fi ve 
out of seven sessions as a global sup-
ply glut appears to ease, but rising US 
production limited gains, a Reuters’ 
dispatch showed.

Brent crude was up 0.04% at $56.01 
a barrel, while US West Texas Interme-
diate was unchanged at $53.99 a barrel.

Oil prices tumbled on Friday after 
the US Energy Information Admin-
istration data showed US crude in-
ventories rose for a seventh straight 
week.

But the market has been supported 
within a tight $4 to $5 range since No-
vember, when the Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec) 
and other producers agreed to cut pro-
duction.

“EIA data showed stocks rose 
564,000 barrels to 518.7mn last week,” 
ANZ said in a note.

QATAR  |  Ties

Emir to meet Bahrain’s 
prime minister today
HH the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani will meet today at the 
Emiri Diwan Bahrain’s Prime Minister 
Prince Khalifah bin Salman al-Khalifah 
to review fraternal relations between 
the two countries and means of 
enhancing them to serve the interests 
of both peoples. They will also discuss 
the latest developments in the region. 
Meanwhile, the Bahraini prime 
minister stressed the deep-rooted 
relations between the tow countries 
as well as the path of bilateral co-
operation.

AMERICA  |  Entertainment

Qatar-funded 
fi lm wins Oscar
The Salesman, a film co-financed 
by Doha Film Institute (DFI) and 
directed by celebrated filmmaker 
Asghar Farhadi, won the Academy 
Award for Best Foreign Language 
Film at the Oscars ceremony in 
Los Angeles on Sunday. The DFI 
described it as a ‘historic moment’ 
in a congratulatory tweet yesterday 
and said: “Our co-financed film The 
Salesman wins the Foreign Film 
#Oscar, 1st time in 4 8 years for a 
film with an Arab co-financing!” The 
Salesman tells the story of a young 
couple, Emad and Rana, who play 
the lead roles in a local theatre’s 
presentation of Arthur Miller’s Death 
of a Salesman. Pages 11, 14

QATAR  |  Maintenance 

Water supply to be
restored: Kahramaa
The water shortage at some areas 
in Doha’s Najma, due to the ongoing 
maintenance work to improve the 
supply, is expected to abate with 
immediate eff ect, the Qatar General 
Electricity and Water Corporation’s 
(Kahramaa) water emergency 
call centre said. However, some 
residents of Umm Ghuwalina have 
also complained of a water shortage 
over the past two months. “We have 
been depending on water tankers 
to fill our home tanks,” a resident of 
a housing complex with more than 
150 flats told Gulf Times.

ARAB WORLD  |  Confl ict

UN Security Council to 
vote on Syria sanctions
The UN Security Council will vote 
today on a draft resolution that 
would impose sanctions on Syria 
for the use of chemical weapons, 
diplomats said. Russia has vowed to 
use its veto to block the measure. 
Page 12

Ashghal opens road linking Hamad Port and Truck Route
The Public Works Authority (Ash-

ghal) yesterday opened a key 
road linking the new Hamad Port 

with the Truck Route, which falls with-
in the scope of works of the New Orbital 
Highway project. 

The newly opened road, which is 
approximately 5km in length and has 
multilevel interchanges with Mesaieed 
Road, consists of four lanes in each di-
rection. It will facilitate free-fl owing 
traffi  c to the Truck Route, helping al-
leviate congestion and better manage 
heavy vehicle movement, the Qatar 
News Agency (QNA) reported.

The road provides new access to Ha-
mad Port, Mesaieed, Al Wakrah and the 
temporary Truck Route. Also, Ashghal 
informed through a tweet that the road 
could accommodate 2,500 trucks daily 
to and from the new port.

The opening was attended by HE 
the Minister of Transport and Com-
munications Jassim bin Seif Ahmed al-
Sulaiti, HE the Minister of Municipality 

and Environment Mohamed bin Abdul-
lah al-Rumaihi and Ashghal president 
Dr Saad bin Ahmed al-Mohannadi, 
along with a number of senior offi  cials 
of relevant authorities and institutions.

The attendees were given a presen-
tation and they also paid a fi eld visit 
to a number of worksites of the New 
Orbital Highway project to learn about 
the progress attained so far and the 
timetable for implementing its various 
phases.

The Minister of Transport and Com-
munications appreciated the eff orts 
made by Ashghal to open the road, ex-
pressing confi dence that the authority 
would complete the next phases of the 
project with the same quality and in ac-
cordance with the specifi ed deadline. 

He stressed that the partial opening 
of the New Orbital Highway project, 
scheduled to take place in April and 
July, refl ected the magnitude of the 
achievement made on the project.

On his part, the Minister of Munici-

pality and Environment praised the 
rapid execution of the road’s construc-
tion, pointing out that Ashghal deliv-
ered its work by the agreed deadline. He 
highlighted the importance of the road, 
especially in terms of providing a “free-
fl owing traffi  c” route for heavy vehicles 
to and from Hamad Port. 

The Minister added that the upcom-
ing launch of new roads within the New 
Orbital Highway project would provide 
distinct transport services, particularly 
with respect to traffi  c safety due to the 
separation of truck lanes from those 
dedicated for light vehicles. 

Highlighting the importance of the 
project, Ashghal tweeted that the Or-
bital Highway would cover 195km from 
Mesaieed in the south to the west of Al 
Khor in the north and include 21 inter-
changes. 

“The Orbital Highway cuts travel 
time by around 50% and enhances the 
new Hamad Port’s status as a central 
regional trading hub,” it added.

HE the Minister of Transport and Communications and HE the Minister of Municipality and Environment attend the opening of 
the new road along with a number of dignitaries and off icials. Picture courtesy of Ashghal (Twitter)

Pentagon prepares new plan to defeat IS
AFP
Washington

The Pentagon yesterday presented 
the White House with possible 
new battle plans to defeat the Is-

lamic State group, after President Don-
ald Trump demanded top brass fi nd ad-
ditional ways to destroy the militants.

A pillar of Trump’s campaign was to 
quicken the fi ght against IS, which de-
spite losing thousands of fi ghters still 
controls parts of northern Syria and Iraq, 
and he berated the Barack Obama admin-
istration for taking too long to do so.

Trump had claimed to have a secret 
plan to defeat IS, but never disclosed 
what this might be.

He repeatedly pledged to “bomb 

the hell” out of the militants and even 
threatened to kill family members of 
suspected IS fi ghters.

Shortly after taking offi  ce, the new 
president gave the Pentagon 30 days to 
come up with a comprehensive review 
of the fi ght against IS, which a US-led 
coalition has been bombing in Iraq and 
Syria since late summer 2014, while 
also using commandos to train and ad-

vise local forces. The initial version of 
that review is now complete, and De-
fence Secretary Jim Mattis presented 
the fi ndings to Trump’s top national 
security advisers yesterday.

Though broad in scope, the options 
outlined in the classifi ed review are 
preliminary and need to be further re-
fi ned, Pentagon spokesman Navy Cap-
tain Jeff  Davis said.

“The fuel subsidy reform 
in Qatar will not increase 
revenues for the Qatari 
government, but allow 
spending to decrease and 
thus reducing the budget 
defi cit”
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Emir condoles
with Saudi king

Advisory Council
holds meeting

Emir sends cables
of condolences

HH the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani, HH the Deputy 
Emir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
al-Thani
and HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa 
al-Thani have sent cables to 
the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz al-Saud of Saudi Arabia 
condoling the death of princess 
Al-Bandari bint Nasser bin 
Abdulaziz al-Saud. 

The Advisory Council held 
its regular weekly session 
yesterday under the 
chairmanship of HE the Speaker 
Mohammed bin Mubarak al-
Khulaifi. The council reviewed a 
draft law on public cleanliness 
and hygiene and referred it to 
the Services and Public Utilities 
Committee. Meanwhile, the 
Services and Public Utilities 
Committee examined the draft 
law on regulating the provision 
of electricity and water. 

HH the Emir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani, HH the 
Deputy Emir Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad al-Thani and HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Nasser bin Khalifa al-Thani have 
sent cables of condolences 
to acting Governor General 
of Papua New Guinea Theo 
Zurenuoc on the death of Papua 
New Guinea’s governor-general 
Michael Ogio.

HH the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani receiving Azerbaijan 
President Ilham Aliyev at the Emiri Diwan yesterday. HH the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev reviewing a guard of honour at the Emiri Diwan yesterday.

Qatar, Azerbaijan sign pacts 
to boost bilateral relations
Qatar and Azerbaijan 

signed several agree-
ments and memoran-

dums of understanding (MoUs) 
following a round of offi  cial talks 
chaired by HH the Emir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and 
Azerbaijan President Ilham Ali-
yev at the Emiri Diwan yester-
day.

During the talks, bilateral re-
lations between the two coun-
tries and the means to enhance 
them in all fi elds were reviewed. 
A number of regional and inter-
national issues of joint interest, 
particularly the latest develop-
ments in the region were also 
discussed.

Following the talks, HH the 
Emir and the president of Az-
erbaijan witnessed the signing 
of a number of agreements and 
Memorandums of Understand-
ing (MoU). The two sides signed 
MoUs in the fi elds of culture, 
youth and sports, and between 
the ports department of Qatar 
and its Azerbaijani counterpart.

Qatar’s Civil Aviation Au-
thority signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding with the Civil 
Aviation Administration of Az-
erbaijan. The two sides signed 
a protocol amending the cargo 
agreement. They also signed a 
co-operation agreement on the 
protection of endangered spe-
cies in their natural habitat.

HH the Deputy Emir Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani 
attended the talks and the sign-
ing ceremonies.

HE the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa 
al-Thani and a number of minis-
ters also attended.

On the Azerbaijani side, 
members of the offi  cial delega-
tion accompanying the presi-
dent attended.

Earlier on arrival at the Emiri 
Diwan, the president of Azerbai-
jan was accorded an offi  cial re-
ception ceremony.

Following the talks, the Emir 
hosted a luncheon banquet in 
honour of President Ilham Ali-
yev and the accompanying del-
egation at the Emiri Diwan.

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior Sheikh Ab-
dullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa 

al-Thani attended the function 
along with a number of minis-
ters.

Later in the evening, President 
Aliyev left Doha after a two-day 
offi  cial visit to Qatar.

The Azeri president and the 
accompanying delegation were 

seen off  at Hamad International 
Airport by HE the Minister of 
Economy and Commerce Sheikh 
Ahmed bin Jassim bin Mohamed 
al-Thani, Qatar’s ambassador to 
Azerbaijan Yousif bin Hasan al-
Sae and Azerbaijan’s ambassa-
dor to Qatar Dr Tofi q Abdullayev.

QNA
Doha

HH the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev witness the signing of agreements between Qatar and Azerbaijan at the Emiri Diwan yesterday.

Sidra’s research to focus on precision medicine

Three core research labo-
ratories, equipped with 
some of the most ad-

vanced equipment, are opera-
tional at Sidra Medical and Re-
search Center (Sidra), an offi  cial 
said yesterday.

“The Omics Core, Genom-
ics Core and Deep Phenotyping 
Core labs are state-of-the-art 
facilities staff ed by high-calibre 
scientifi c teams from all over 
the world,” Dr Ena Wang, acting 
chief research offi  cer of Sidra, 
said.

“One more core lab, Clinical 
Research Centre, will be opened 
later this year. Sidra’s research 
core capabilities and capacity 
are well advanced so as to meet 
both national and international 
needs and the advancement of 
healthcare delivery in Qatar,” she 
said.

The research facilities at Sidra 
are world class and most of them 
are unique not only in the coun-
try but in the entire region.

Max Renault, director of re-
search operations, indicated that 
Sidra will get some more labs in 
the coming months for various 
experiments. 

“We are in the process of as-
sessing the implementation 
of Zebra fi sh capacity at Sidra, 
providing researchers access to 
sophisticated equipment and 
facilities for studying vertebrate 
development biology and devel-
oping zebra fi sh models of dis-
eases,” said Renault.

“As a biological system, the 
zebra fish model offers distinct 

advantages for researchers. It 
has stable, easily observable 
and testable development be-
haviours; it is cost-effective; 
its genome is fully sequenced 
and its embryonic develop-
ment is very rapid. It will be 
a key facility for identifying 
genes in disorders like cancers 
and cardio-vascular disease 
in humans, and help identify 
potential new treatments,” Re-
nault said.

According to Dr Wang, Sidra 
has built a state-of-the-art 
translational research infra-
structure that enables the im-
plementation of precision medi-
cine. 

“Sidra’s research branch aims 
to advance the understanding of 
the pathophysiological mecha-
nisms of diseases, develop early 
prevention, accurate diagnostic 
and advance therapeutics and 
improve the health outcomes for 
women and children of Qatar,” 
the offi  cial said. 

“Our research teams are cur-
rently working on several re-
search programmes that align 
with national priorities and 
healthcare needs to help fa-
cilitate prevention, early and 
targeted intervention for cer-

tain conditions such as cancer, 
obesity, preterm birth and ge-
netic disorders that are affect-
ing the local population,” she 
said.

Dr Wang pointed out that Sid-
ra has several collaborations at 
national and international levels 
leading to a number of joint pro-
grammes and research. 

At the national level, Sidra 
collaborates with various organ-
isation including Qatar Genome 
Programme, Qatar University, 
Qatar Biomedical Research In-
stitute, Qatar Biobank, several 
universities and other research 
organisations.

At the international level, 
there are very close collabora-
tions with some of the leading 
healthcare organisations from 
the US, Europe, Thailand and 
Japan.

“We are competitive at an in-
ternational level now, creating 
comprehensive Qatari genomic 
database which will form the 
building blocks for precision 
medicine, not only in Qatar, but 
in the wider Middle East. Several 
high-impact research projects 
also have been initiated involv-
ing collaboration with several 
leading institutions and interna-
tional experts in their fi eld,” said 
Dr Wang.

According to the official, 
several discoveries made by 
Sidra’s researchers have been 
published in prestigious in-
ternational journals and pre-
sented at major scientific con-
ferences, advancing scientific 
knowledge as well as building 
up recognition for Sidra in the 
international scientific com-
munity.

By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

“Sidra’s research branch 
aims to advance the 
understanding of the 
pathophysiological 
mechanisms of diseases, 
develop early prevention, 
accurate diagnostic and 
advance therapeutics 
and improve the health 
outcomes for women and 
children of Qatar”

Wei Lu, a researcher at Sidra explaining some of the features of the sequencers at one of the labs. 
PICTURES: Shemeer Rasheed

Dr Ena Wang


